Oingc2n | help but-feel 2 [itle sormy
for Subaru, It was fhey, nol Audi, who
pitmeared four-whea|-drive motoring
lor thes masses, yel o the wakier of
publicity the German quattro ‘cara
have managsd 1o generate that it
hag shipipedt from th minda ol many.

It &lso lends 1o be convenanty
forgotten. thal the  smaivalume
Japanese manutaciurer is aleo a pro-
ducer of conventional hwo-wheoal-
drive machings for (e family Buyer
with-no nead lor the complexithos of
SWE However, Subar ars now | a
pogition {0 cam the paint' hdme,
InARkS 1o 2 new mnge of 2albones and
aslates - the L-Serias,

True, (here are four-whes|-drles
warsions al the'top of the L-Series
ringe, bt at the bottom end sre
Irant-driven varianis which should do
miuch 1o boost the it irm's markat
share where It really counts’ Chea-
pest s the £6000 18itre pushrod-
enginad DL =sloon, with the 2WD
mange - headed by e quick 1.8 GTi
miodel al £7800. For thia test, hows
ever, we conconirite on the version
most likely o sppeal 0 he family
buyer, tha 1 B GLSE at EeRog

Its an utharky stra_lgmrmwaru Iropt
driva family saloon, powered by
Subaru's lamiljar Datfour §781cc
sngine —a unit that neally undercits
the 1800cc x break point for
COMpBERY car, )

Although confarming o copven-

tional pringiplas.is in many ways a

bengfit in the market placs, 0 this

case | presents Subaru with 2 good

Few prondems, most notably & fistiu)
of similariy-priced rivals. There ars
e raw Ford Sierri 1800s, the Vauys-
hall Cayalier, VIV Jetta, Fiat Regata,
Rdvar 213, and many more.
Choasing rivals for the 16 GLSE
was, then, & ralaively simple task, 50
w2 fried o copcantrate on cars 1hal
were &ihar new thamselvis ar had
bean substantiaily revised i
One offim closest rivals on price o
the Subare 18 the new Saab 80 a)
E6095, Nominally & new car, the 80 |s

jin“fact & hybrid: concoction of two

‘Sanb models rolled ino ana. The
frontand belongs to e now.dalatzd
58, while the rial section of a two-
cigor S modal has been grafted on -
an odd dea, perhaps, bl one thel
has givan the rew car valuable exirg
Inches in lha rear campariment,
Faliow Scandinaviars Volvo have
bean trying hard of late to ATESwWer
(eriticigmes of their 360 2aloon range.
The: mist noleble problem with the
\cam was a lack of angine refinreminnt
and poar el economy, S0 late laet
year a new bwo-lHre ‘low frictien’
"

GROUP TEST: £7000 SALOONS

Subaru shape up

Does a new style of family saloon
give Japanese manufacturers
Subaru a head startﬂt the market?

N

engine was developed lar more
frugal fuel returms and (he added
pahefite of betiar powar and drgus.
Here we test thie cheaper of the two
saloons, the earbursttor 360 GLE
model at 7210,

Although on the laca of [t our
cholce for the fourth test contender,
he £7594 Nissan Bloshird 20 561,
may seem & (itle overpriced for the
company il's worth remambering
that tha-2.0 GL. mechanically similar
but lesd wall inimmed_ s avalkable a1
E&TTS. The cheaper car was unavail-
ablaa e for testing,

The Bluebird s relativaly new i-
s@ll, having made the transilion frem
rear i fropl-whesbdrive (RSt yaar,
Externally, however, it looks Iitfe alf-
lerent o its predesessors

Though It rivals here are &l of twt
litres eapasity, the: Subary & in no
way disadvaninged by 8 178l

angine, 33 wes ware later o fnd ol
on the lest frack. The fiat-four 'boxer’
angine, as used |n previous Subary
madels, i maunted [n Ting aver the
Il driving wheels IS maximim &2
bhp &t 5600 rpm & pumped through s
flve-speed gearbox. An aulo box ks
available,

One ol the benslits of this type of

angive configuration = good forqus,
and Subarts quots a flglrg of 10116 ft
a1 3500 ravs —vary impressive joran
enging this size.

I e engine & ol &n undsual
design, 'then the' rest af the cars
mechanical lavaul i sirictly cotvene
liormal, with MacPherson strul (mnt
suspansion and-a semi-iralling arm
layout al the rear. Steering = by a
rack-and pinion System, with powss
assletance as standard. Ventllated
front disc. brakes help Baul the
Subaru o 8 stop,

Oubwardly the car jooks al-new,
with a long, angular nose and slesh
lines that belie the Subary's country
of origin, I¥s bigger than 5 prade-
cxasar, 00, al 172 inches in lengih -
tha =amé a8 & Vauxhall Cavaller—
and with @ whealbasy of 97 2 ins

Attention’ to. asrodynamics has
allowed a mduclion in the zaloon’s
drag facdor to 035, roughly: avirage
for it class, 114 abso the lightest car in
(ki tesst B0 19,3 cwd

Sanl's newcomer i, by confrass
the longest and heaviest of the fois
cars. It weighs in at 224 owt and
measgres up al 180 inches lang,
though its wheelbase s less than ine
Subaru ﬁmmmn;

The 90 is assambied of Eﬂﬂbﬂ-fﬂﬂ'-
tary in Finland and, a5 we've already
mentionad, s an amalgam of the 52
andsmn'buﬁera From the ‘B post
hack the car ia pureﬂl'ﬂ&nd E‘.E-Ids
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Som  improving  rear  passengar
apace, |t makes fora bigger bool and
= |vws a largar (13 2gallon) [ual tank.

‘Mechanically! It followa he  wiall-
froddan Saab pattof 8 1968500 over-
head capehall enging (fustled by-a
singlechoke carburatior] meunted
Shop the front driving. whessls, 1l
devalops W0 bhp at 5200 rom, witha

Baalihy 11910 1ol targue available o [

Sl e

Standard  ransmission & Hve-
sosagd manual (ausmratics not being
gimilabla) white a rach and pinkon
systam is utillsed for the steering.
Forwer asslsianoe i unmniiabie, The
fronl subpension is-ofmed by wish-
pones-and coll spnngs, while behind
£ 8 daad axle with i leading and
fradling arms; and a Panhard rod. All-
round disec brakes are afeaturs.

Welva's modifications to the 1988ce
cvirhesd  camshal engine  thal
powers tha 380 GLE cantre an
ravised crankshalls o reduce
intgrnal  friction and offer  beiter
gffitiancy. On paper I seems a
worthwhile excarcise, with maximum
pawar p io 102 bhp at 5700 rpm
Urom 82 bhp at S400) and wilh lorqus
of 116 it ft on tap &t 3000 revs {(a simi-
tar amount was previsesly avaitabie
at 3800 rpm) Fusl| sconomy 1S5
between 44 and T4 par cont Ime
proved, aoearding o offcmsl figures

Fed by a twin-choke carburelion
e unit is mounted narbezouth in the
engine bay and drives  the redr
el through & resr-rnounied v
spead gearbox (N0 automabc &
avallable)) Tha common  MacPhar-
son sird sislem 13 ulllizad 0 ihe Iron)
suspansion while at the rmar (hereis
ihe less wsual de Dion axle and coil
spring arrangmmanl. Braking = by

discs and drums and sleering by un- |

assisied rack and ginien,

Peaple could be forgiven for mis-
faking e new Nissan Bluebird for
{he oid, 8o Jitlfe has il changed exdér-
nalty. Yal under the skin very muoh is
differant, most notabie baing the
swileh of fransmission from rear 1o
frontwheel-driva

Mow  the overhead camshalt |

19¢3ez angine’ 8 mounted lransJar-
saly tver thedriving whedls, pushing
oul & highly respectable power ligurs
of 105 hivp at 52500 rpm, and torgue af
142 b ft ot 4000 rove - the beat of tho
fouir cars on test

O manug] st car wias lithed with
i five-speed ransmission, but & four-
speed ault ‘box s available lor an
axtra £500, Power assistanca of the
rack anyl pinion sleering sysism H A
standard feature; brajmg & by disg
and drume. The alkindependan Sus-
pension featuses Mackharson stids
at 'the fronl end and tralling arms al
tha raar. Anti-roll bars are fitted.

The Bulky-looking Bluskin 6 o
fact, marginally shorter than the
Subanyat 1717 inches.

O paper at least the re-engined
Valvo should offar the best fual ecan-
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NISSAN BLUEBIRD 2.0 SGL

oimy. At 3 stissdy 58 mph it ehalks up
51.4 mpg, dipping o 7.2 In theurban
cycle. The Subary comes cinge al
463 mpgisa mph and 288 mpg
arcund town, while the Saab takes
the woodan spoon with 388 mpo'Ss
mphand 233 mpgin ihe grban cycle

PERFORMANCE
SUBARL seee
VOLVD seoe
BLUEBHE L1 1]
SAAE oo

Cur' fears that (he 1B-litrs Subary
worltl b ovarwhislmed by (s Diggsr-
sngined rvals were quiakly proved
unfoundad once the Japaness chal
tanpar had been glven s head 51 or
test frack: For, despis ghang away

betwatErn 17 and 16 Bhp and 200ce 1o
the oiners, he Subany proved llsall
eomprahangivaly  qulcksr  under
mast circumsndes.

I wae fhe only ane of the four, far
axampls, o sarape under the 10-
second bamer to &0 mph, and was
mare than: a second-ahead of its clo-
aest rival by the time 80 mph o
bean chakad yp For s sigs, fha
Subaru j5 & very guiok car, and s
afvaniage s emphasiged by the
Volvn, Missan, and Saab, which ars
by n meana enginesrad with par-
fermancein mind.

Fower s dellverad 1o the whesals
claanly and smodlhly, and the car i3
2ble o sprint from the line with far
less drama’ than do the others. Sixly
gl b reached |0 9.9 sacands, with

B0 mph caming up i fust 194 seos
Thraugh the gears Trom 30 e 80 It
also outpaints the othears:

Naormaily such prowsss” would
leiad us to award a full five marks in
s sechon, but unforuratsy the
Subaru has a major flaw: 2 lack of
engine refinement that Is afl oo svi-
dent st most points in the rav range.
s & problem we've commanied on

| before inolder Subsan madels.

The Natfour canfiguration of the
angira, whila usaful for promoting
torgue, 8 hardly  copducive o
relaxed driving, giving Bn odd
deaply growling sort of fore that
whila not harsh. ls very loud and
throaty, Even moedest acoceleration
proviokes & o of nolsa, thouah thrat-
ting. Back 1o crutse al 7O on the
motorway sotites things down 19
something appraaching normelity,

I is the Vialvo thal runs ihe Suban:
clogest on the test track and, ke hs

N Japanaza car, it s by no moins nee

finzd. While ihe Subarus enging
nalse B simply a characlarshc o
design, tha Voho's now onging
sounds  harsh oand strained when
rewwing Righly. “Liw friction’ sngins
or not, tha unit coukd st do with
wome giteniion o refinamant
Thare’s no doubt that tha Swadasg
work on the unil ka5 paid off in o
respect af east, howevar Parform-
anca over the okl model [ improved,
Most benefit is talt (owar down The
speed scale, whare he new, |ower-
down torque s evident: Whan we
fesled the prévious model in March
ol last year b managed 30 mph frone
standatill in 3.5 seconds, 40 mph o

G secs, and 50 mph in 7.9, The new

engine propels the 360 GLE forwand
in sorresponding limes of 30, 48
and 7.1 sacs.' Howevar, from ol mpih
an there's litlle 1o cheoss,
Monestheless, a 080 mph meof
105 52 |3 nol o be SnewsEd &
hawugh the rattly natura of the engina
will probably deter mos! owners fros

d Irying tomatchour figures: Motorwsy

cruiging 5 a relaxed  affair, e
enging noise being prevalent at 70
mph, though thers s some (niresics
fromather diractions:

Tre Volwo's nearchanoe (s for/ths
mibst part halplul for quick progress
fhrough the ‘box; though we somsa-
times had diffioulty. parsugding 1 b
seleol sacond on the way down,

Closa bahind tha Volvo inaccaliss-
alion s comes- [ hhiesan B
bird, though thal car seems- 1o iach
the urpency ot the leading pair, whiss
gharing inelr Endency (0WArDs unre
firement in ke Nissan's case #ys
fakeEs the farm of & harsh vibirston,
anging role hat is almost felf more
than It s heard. Preseal at all imes
not marely when accalarpling hars, 4
spolls wihat is an otherwise exceils
car lor oruiging - though legaimolse-
ey et reduce tha unrolimermet
b the minimum, nd oould be msin
tained all day with Hittle worry.

= |



Part of the reasen for this- s the
Lltrg-high lifth pear, which has fhe
duml effect of sapping. acceleration
wihen In that gear, Malorway accelsr-
atlon will thus require conatant dowr-
changing fo lourth o ensure rapid
forward  progress - leave it o fifth
from B0 to 50 mph and vou'll fave 1o
wiilt an aponising 238 secs o get
thare Mol good for tvartaking,

The Blusbind sprinis &' 80 mph jn
16 secands, and as e highest bop
speed | of the fowr -a1 108 mph
[penieved in fourthl. The rest Gan
daftam around the 100 mph mark

High gearing is aiso e Saabh's
prisbiam, thowgh in the Swadish car's
s i is not merahy restricled @ i
W know thal e 1985 enging s
capabile ol good pericimance from
tests of 'tho B0°s Digger broiness, the
800z Bul 1he single choke carburot-
tor and high pearing of the 20 com-
hine tosap gower mnd miako lorward
progress hand works masimmom wee
of Ihd gearbox has 1o be made o
aridire the: Saab dosan't gat (el
bahind by ke llow @l lraffie. And ihe
nolshy gearchanpe isn't always will-
ing t help, et

Thir- bérst 060 mph time we. could
comd from he cal was an unimspiring
125 seconds: with B0 mph taking
nearly 25 8saonds o reach.

Thiy anglne also ssams less o
lined in Ihis instalation. 118 nol sasy
Iosea whily. but above 4000 raws )
gats  roticeably more harsh  and
thrasty. Regular drivers abould nat
find ‘this oo much of ‘a problem,
ihough: ihe baneflts inrevving The car
beyand this-tgure to the 5500 mm
fienit i terms of improved aceelar
allon drenegligible,

Lika the Missan, fourth gear i& an
often-figeded resource 10 maintaln
albucly progress on the motorway,
Increasing eénglns noise and leading
o poor sconpmy, |F70 mph 8 main-
tained in fifth, howsyar, ihe Siab can
b quite refined mechanically,

The four fest cars wore with us
during the dapfhs of winter, a0 ascy
Starling berame o noliceabls virus.
Mone gave 1= much cause for con-
carn, lhough the Nissan's admatc
choke seamed (o take an ago o ol

oul ageln. Net serprisingly, the sve [0

Scandiravian cars were tha most
willing e firg Up, and required & mini-
e o choke o hafp them

HANDLING AND RIDE
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fashinned rear  suspemsion . and
rather ragged comering ahility, tha
Valvo nonetheless has ho bast ride

| on.offer. I's & befler ride than that

found o ite hatchbsek oounbermpans,
the suspanson Ehing care of mios!
road |rrequianities without oo much
frouble or dissombert for the passen-
pers. Thie di Dion mear slspensinn
zan be caughl oul, hiwiover, by a suc:
cesslun of patholes: by the ihird or
fouirih bump e lureling caused by
it sysiem as it fights ko cope
Pecomes alasrdy falt in thacabin,

A bump midcormer can sanously
unsatlla 1he-car, oo, Orive can ba
momentarily lust g ong side of he
car fights for-gfip. O this whale: fhe
Volvo' has. g ‘sogoy’ fesl, amply
demonairated | by he prodigiocs

amnounts of body roll that tast cormar-

assunng lest, bui-al 4.2 ams from

Mg provikess:

For all that, the Volvo is dafin)haly
thia ‘driver's car ofthe group, thanks
fia 1 livmly rear-drive charactenstios.
The fall can e made o respand 16
tha throltle plaasingly, and though i
becomes unsettiead Under exbrema
canditions If @ generally vary safn

and predictabla

The staaring of 1he 360 GLE colula
barslit irom powar sssistance, boing
hesvy. for parking manoeuvras. ||
lighten=. up-al speed W provide re-

loci o otk thare s ' lot of arm-twir-

Iy nessstany bor tighi trna

I the Molvo has  soggy! handling,
fhir the Missan Biuebird has road
Bahavitur ihal can onby e deseribed |

4% haing wel thraugh; The car fias no
Sporing  prelensions  whatsodver,
and is hoppies! when crusing on ha
afl-too-rane nmaooth A-road,

Cumbsrsome. o powsr quickly
through eqrmars, the Blushird s wn-
satiland over poor surfaces and dis-
likes mming hustled. Theres (iila
bady roll avident, bul the power
slearing @ a(itle oo light 3t spaed
for redssuning leedback rom (e
front whesin. Power sleering became
astandard feature only recentiy e
previors, non-aesisted sleaning wils
very heavy, so partaps: this s the
hezsar O bwo ewile Ifs cerfainly a
Boon for parking.

Sale enough when belng treatsd
badly, like stepping off 1he fhrotte in
mid-cornar, the Bluslitd s nenathe

THie Valve finds rteelf at he top of fnis
saction moro by defaull than amy
thing alse: it can be saen from our
ltvw sE0res for all the cars thal none
providest an acceptabls ndefand-
ling compromise.

The 360 GLE came olosest, how-
evar. Let down only by 5 ol
i
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less wnenjoyable i sweh gircum-
starces as it scrabbles for grip.

The Saab's worst feature 1= un-
doubtiledly 18 heavy sleering. power
assistancs would be a worhwhile
oplion, &5 Own MANoELIVTES FEguirs
mush arm affort to pariorm. Like the
Vatvg, 42 Wwms from ook o lock
mekes for &n undesirabla amount of
arm-twirling. Onea spesd has Bulil
up; the sleering lightans o pravide
fust the riabt amount of read feal.

Cornering ability s tho BI's fers!
sale and sporting i leal despile the
car's welghl. the Saab can be made
i cormdt Sspiritedy B without
dramea, though thare [5-a [tk body
il present o spoil the ploture
slighily for tha drivar.

The ride could be befter: though

sportingly. firm, poorly  mode-up
roncds gitan mean |eiting and jarmng
far the occupants, artcubarly athigh
apeisds, whar (hie suspoension seams
lerga wnll able o cope sansfacioniy
The SBuban atsn has |15 problams
im providing a decent ride. Though
he suspension & gbcd {if rolsy) in
ironing out: mirar ripples in be mad,
anythiing [arger con cateh o gquits
sariously ~and unpleasanlly lor the
passengers.  The sverwarsaning
slateof Brilain’a foads mesns hecar
i never evan-kealed lor long, 20 the
drivier and passengers-forevsr have
i brace thermséives against Ihe
ghock hat hay koow will probably be
jasd around the nextcomsr.
Cormering ghility is wall Up to par,
with no drama resulting from snap-

iR oot S shof
g Aof it ee

ping e throllle-shul mid-cormar,
Understesr s the Subani's natural
attiude, and itis one that is Gficull o
upsal The stearing, power assieted
again, iz plaagingly light for pazking

Alltha carg’ braking systems per-
formead adequately. during our lest,
the Subaru's proving  fha  best
balanced in feal.

_ACCOMMODATION

SHAE ssee
SUBARL) ssee
VOLVO. see
BLUESIRD eee

Thowugh the Szab might on the face of
itsUfier a andican in kaving only two
doorg instead of taur, the truth ia that
the 80 has-the most convenient
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ineraf  gecommbdalion, even 8
accass o the rear iE more difficult

Graiting on the batk end of &80
model Fas dong wonders  fof
legroam In the back, and improved
boot sme. Roar feat spaco 15 now
truly generous, with ampie tegrmom
gven il a sieloo! driver ke Bohind e
wihesi-ond the drvars geafis as far
back as It can go. Headroam, too, =
gemerous in ihe back.

If theres any complaint at all, =2
that the Iow-set nature ol the rear
2eats and Lha high backs of the lrapi
Pair combing to hem the rear pass-
engers in, hough the effect s o=
ciaustrophobic ihEn was (e case in
the old 99 madel.

Thedrivar and front-seal passan-
ger dre wili catered for also, wim
planty of haad and legroom. The
dfiving pesition 8 a8 (e awkward jin
{hal the podats dre offset o fhe &
slighthy, ﬂhi{:h meadns sifting:In =
slightly ‘crogked” posifion —this =
quickly forgofien, thowegh, a8 ons
bocomies taed loil A greal improve
mant ig the |ess steapty-angled and
nigaby rrmmaed steering whoal

Tha driver's:seal offars -good alds
suppad for comanng. though mone
thigh support would be welcamed for
g Jagmeys 1 s pdiistable lor
height-as well e fora/afl movermenl.
Tha raar seat o wall shapsd bul lacks
he necessary width. 1o carry  maora
than bwo adulll in comion for @by
Pt of Hmee Two inerta-seat bels
are provided in (he back; plus a
cenfre sislic lap ball

The gheve box is quite small, b
deep door pockeis pos0me Wiy
towards compansating for this,

The rear saats fold down neatly 1o
provide a lorg, flat, and obstruction-
free foad space. rearhy 5 oo in lotat
yolume. However, the loading il is
an the high side, and the keight of
arflales stoted in to the boot iz re-
sirloied by the low bulkhead boneath
tie remr soresmn.

The spare whaal i Reoneignly
nowsmed hanzath ne Boot lioor

Thi longer, Wider Subaru salooh Is
mueh more: genserous - in intarjor
space han was |5 prodecessar In
the front, & sietoot drivern ras no
problems accommadating himssil
behind the whael, with more tan
adequate headmom  anmd  (orefaf
ad|ustrivent of the seat. Side and thigh
support offered by e seaf s no
more then adequots, bor it iE-at least
aasy 1o adjust for ihe perfect driving
position, thare being & heighl adjiest
mant eenirol The alssring ealuimn e
adjustabie up and down, 0 addition.
A eopvenient rast for iha 1ol ool =
provided for whan he: clutch s not
bei g operatad

In therear, passengas find ampke
head and |legream, and a comfon-
able seat thatl splenty wide anough
fot- twao adulis and & child. & light, diry
feel thatds licking In tha Sasb 80 iz
evidient Iheri's plenty of . glass all

i



=ROUP TEST:

“nigso neticeatdo in the Scandina:
= ar,
- = bootisnt quitesas laros &S e
st s, and i again hempered by a
loading =il Subari guole ‘a
o capacity of 148 cu & and il 5
rar as wide nor 83 dedp as the
- Tha mar seai backrests fold
| but nof gutle fiat, so e varsa-
of the exira space (ghimied
Raar seat bela ar & standard i
=nlinihe Japanese car
Tha Valve's comparalive lack of
=3 area leads 1o a rathar gloomy
=\ |n the car, not helpod by this
sersing black daghboard and dark-
ecscured im of our testcar,
Though our measuremanis rewsl
= shortlall in head or |sgroom
=ompared to the dthors; theres sl
claustrophoblc  feeling—lnrpely
usary, wa concede. In (a0l nosixe
cot driver has (ittle difficulty slipping
=i ind thi whesl, though achieving o
==tact driving position e mada inck-
= b:.r the |ack of a Ralght gdjustakia
S=gtor lilting steering calumn,
Thée seal is 4 comfortable, wall-
ad affair with good thigh sup-
ot Mo lateral padding would e
tor support during cormer-
| however,
Ii.lnlm-u: lhe: Saab, Subary, or
n, the driver &= bigh In e
lvo 380 GLE providing a com-
Sanding view of the road In frontand
Sahind. In the rear lhere's room
maligh ' lor thres:adults 8t 3 push,
ey are alforded aceguate
bt Knasroom e alightly less
grous lhan in the olher cars,
Solgh heardroom ls ample, sven for
ne around six 16 @l
The beot haz a highish toading sill,
it could b worse, while the load
Boace-tsell is wide and laL, il lacking
' height, The rear saat backrests
ntfmd but thars =3 ‘ski alot from
hoat through 1o i passenger
mpartment hal's jLst about big
prugh for ... well, & pair of shis,
‘slvo quinte a capacity of 128 au L
The Bluebudl's front ssafs offar the
soppar] of any of the four cars on
=t with sxcallent |laloral and thigh
ion, Head and lagroom are
=20 generous for & sh-loot driver,
I an adjstable ssat height and
iering  columem 4t o help find a
driving pesition. In the rear. tha
ehre s mich the same, though the
aran't so wall contourad and
thigh support. In all, the new
t-drign Blusbird disappoints, &3
e cabin space seems 1o have been
med @8 a reault of the changaover
rear-driva
The bool Is & lifle lsrger, and
Hssan tell usdthas grown 19 17.7 cu
i a uselyl famlly size. There's sill 4
very Righ  Inading aill, however,
which senvaraly hampars tha fiting-in
builkdmr rams;
T!rm rear seat backrest, unfike that
of the Saab, folds down in thres
By TS
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I Facie air

L e A O IE Reeriog
& Harand w11 R besiled

A Healer fdn 5T Wepsfaei v
o Funs 11 Ham
& Fev eosrtor 1 Glioke
& Spwwadiorrirter 12 DipMaeny’
7 Termmera o etk
& Liphtw ML gt
B ifienteg e L = oy
iy

wirudaie

separale sections, dllowing one or
o passenoers o sit im comiort even
il & lohg load & being carrsd, The
rear seqt bass doesn’t move, how-
ovar, which makas he load floo:
quits uneven and restricls it verza-
tlity mars than somewhal

LIVING WITH THE CARS
BLUEBIRD.
VOLVO
SlBARL
Sang
Ay S0 offen Mk aise with Japanose
cars, whila tho Bluatird may not pra-
sanl tsalf tn its regular driver in qlite
the mast aftrichive-ways, |1 s abovo

all 0 precicall car o live with, wilh |

oy & fw rhinor irrtations likely fo

“=poil e pleteres
One s the already menfioned inck

ol enging refinament, whish s al
least  hardly noticaable whaene it
courniE most = on Memolorway, How:
aver, thare i quite 2 ol of road noise
ol such spesds, sng mich akovs 70
wind nomse around the windscreen

piliars  bullds up o an J:l.rrn-n{.rlng_

dagree, and itean be firing.
The dashborrd ks sensibly fzid oul,

with minar and major controfs aloas:

I hand and easily visible if's 00t =0
pleasing aesthafically, though, being
& plaste  moulting  obviously
dasigned (o look llka Ipather, com-

SUBARU 1.8 GLSE, VOLVO 360 GLE

plats with mock shiching, Ventilation
from the facia-mountad venis could
be betler: we ware hard presssd o
ahisil any more than mesagre gimflow
from tnem when the heater was n
gven modest ocparaliar,

Standard equipment on 1his, the
S06L model, 5 quite genercus: twin
glectricaliy-contralled | door mirmors,
alectric windows, and a sisreo radiod
casseie unit all featire We would
guibble with the lack of rear Seat
balts. howeyer, and also quastion the
conbral locking system, which looks
all the doars at the turm of the ey, bl
which will untock only the drivers
Aaodd Ides

An Interior fleor-mouniad lever
contrels the unlecking of the booilid
antd iyl filler flag.

A facie-mountod battery of wanm-
Ing lights s 8 wssful testurn — particu-
[@rly the Hittia lohl that warrs of o low
level in ihe “windscreen washar
resarialr. Weo wore loss hagpy wilh
the windscreen wipers, which diz-
appear with a mighty ‘clonk’ benaath
the bonret ling (for better serc-
dynamics) al ihe end of each cycle,

 The trim of our teat car was plush
and lpoked fmrel wearing, (heugh the
liie chrome sirips so:beloved of tha
Japanese molge industry: hanse found
their way inside the car &8s well and
cama A8 8 tacky reminder of the car's
eouintiy of arigin.

Mo [e=s sansible in design and [ay-
out is the Violvg, which has & partiou-
larhy good dashboard, Though belier-
toaking than the Missan's, It ks rathes
ggmbra and finshed n black con-
rolg are grouped convenlently o
hand (though one or twa bultons ane:
hidoen trom view) and the whols ot
(=56t off by an sfractive: new-fook
stearing whoal,

A befils 3 car Irom Sweden, he
vertilation and paricularty ihe hioak
ing sysiems ara very good indead A
cood e af fresh alr s always on tap
for me [aca, evan il ke haater s
Warking overtime (o ko e e
warm ana cold day. i

Beat trim |5 lusuricus corduroy-
type clath, which should goon look-
ing qoed for a considaratde pariod of
timea, Hesd resraing are: provided
front and rear, these at the back res-
tricting thie otrsrwise sxcellent -
wards vigion,

Caniral locking, o reéadinmp washy
wipe cystam, and rear seat bajle aré
ufl standsrd features. though thora's
no fadin aguipment othor than an
gerisl, Our test ear was litted with a
Volvo-badged  mocesgory  radind
cassptta. which  perdormed  ralher
madaguately, requiring constant re-
tuning 1o hold s chanme,

The tsck of engirme reflinement (s @
drawback we have already deal
wilh, but al leas) the prollem s not
added bo by wind or moad nolse, both
of which ara admirnbly well subduad,

The Subsru would rale a lot highor
I eur esfimation wara [f fob for the:

m
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poc: anoine r=Eesmonl | brought
aboal by = S=f%ur layoul hough
Erising B oreEtisly relaxad,  with
liils road e m=cf=nical noss at
Arcund T e Thasa is; howovir, B
certanTRmouhl & wind homss caused
by the'| lrammsloss  dbor ‘wWindows,
which unstick from their seals at
alound 1His 2pead.

The Suband'sdaihbound succesdd
I SGT TEEpEcCE Dt s quite Badly
In ottars Alrmost alllihe controls are
grouped viary Cless (o Fand indesd,
and the oversll wsual sfiect 5 pleas-
ingd. Thi haate) conlrols are supre-
rixely @asy o regsh

Thera's only onecalumm=maunisd
atalk (indicatorsMashidipl’ which =
mounted on ke bl The winds-
Grean wiphre and wWashers have
besn remaved o the gashbaarkd with
8\ lnrge knob annoyingly just oul af
reach of the grivers jefl hand, Just
why Japanese manufadiurers seam
Kean fo follow fhe vogus for aul-ol
raach wiper eontrals deleats e bul,
juEt ine sheep, they are-all adopting
tha [daa in thelr doves

Whether a decant fow of Iresh air
i& averlable fram the driver's air vani
OF N we aro unabls o say-as s
siluat=d  sammwhere down by the
Kriess e cartainly did not get any
Bensfii Inom it

Less will egquipped than |ha more
Epanaive Missan, e Stbary nome-
theipss ofers central locking, =
sterad ad (o (bul o casseto), alecin-
cillyv-controfied  door. mirmes, - god
rear sedl belts as stindard [fments

Unforunalgly  the Saab's vary
worst feature confronts ihe driver
ayery lims he stz pehind the whes| It
15 ihe facka. an unpleasam and old-
mshiomed . affair with vary ke 1o
recamuriiend it

1! j=-poles-aparn from (he stiraciva
teigia fitmed 1o the 500 msdabe. held up
by Wit Gier 2 amongy olhers as @ par
agon of ergoneimic dosign. The: B's
= alingstner less affeotivie, with uni-
luminaked miner canbrals scaterad
argund raphazardly, mosl oot of the
drivers vision behind e geering
whes|, Therss o mock wihad Birp
across (he fGeia's jeogin, while e
rest s fimsted in cheap-focking
plastic

V= & pity, for Saab- naye: shown
what ey ane capable of, and he
chunky new aieernng whesl 5
celighiiul to wsh and feol

dust dike tha Volvo, the Saahd
heater i loarsormely eflfcent, more
used o REVINg 16 cope wilh aralic
conditions In-Scandinalia The of
also hag @ heated drivar's ssal
\whioh aulcdtically culs inj and it
quickar and mare-stective than Ha
Violvo £ Yentilation = excallent

Thee Sanb &l i o only ona ol (He
lesur cars an lest hot to have el
[ac&ing, and fhen's no Sound séEtem
littedt, @itfar. Redr el belis and
headiamp washes are Included in
this pricee. Trimmin ls less phesh than

Wt Car




